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Criminal  victimizations  in  the  United 
States  dropped  by  nearly  700,000  to 
about  34.9  million  in  1985  for  persons 
age  12  and  older,  according  to  the 
National  Crime  Survey  (NCS).  This 
decline  continued  a  trend  that  has  now 
reduced  criminal  victimizations  to  their 
lowest  level  in  the  13-year  history  of 
the  NCS,  about  16%  below  the  41.5 
million  victimizations  recorded  in  the 
peak  year  of  1981  (table  l).1 

The  victimization  rate  for  robberies 
dropped  11%  during  the  year  to  a  new 
low,  about  32%  below  the  peak  for 
these  crimes,  which  occurred  in  1981. 

The  rate  for  personal  larceny  without 
contact,  down  3%  during  the  year,  has 
been  declining  since  1977  and  is  now 
30%  below  the  rate  for  that  year 
(figure  1). 

^For  definitions  of  the  crimes  measured  by  the 
National  Crime  Survey  and  a  description  of  NCS 
operations,  see  Measuring  Crime,  Bureau  of  Justice 
Statistics  Bulletin,  NCJ-75710,  February  1981. 


The  data  in  this  bulletin  update  the 
preliminary  estimates  of  victimi¬ 
zation  in  1985,  which  were  released 
in  April  of  this  year.  For  the  fourth 
year  in  a  row,  the  overall  level  of 
crime  decreased,  bringing  the  number 
of  crimes  in  the  U.S.  to  the  lowest 
level  in  the  13-year  history  of  the 
National  Crime  Survey  (NCS). 


October  1986 

The  National  Crime  Survey  meas¬ 
ures  both  crimes  reported  to  the 
police  and  crimes  not  reported.  The 
survey  has  consistently  shown  that 
almost  two-thirds  of  all  NCS  crimes, 
including  about  half  of  all  violent 
crimes,  are  not  reported  to  the  police. 

Steven  R.  Schlesinger 
Director 


The  National  Crime  Survey  obtains 
information  on  criminal  victimizations, 
whether  or  not  the  crime  was  reported 
to  the  police.  Crimes  were  reported 
to  the  police  in  1985  at  a  rate  not 
measurably  different  from  ttyat  of 
1984.  About  one  in  three  crimes  meas¬ 
ured  by  the  NCS  were  reported  to  the 
police.  The  rate  of  police  reporting 
has  remained  comparatively  unchanged 
since  measurement  began  in  1973. 

Personal  crimes  decline 

The  victimization  rate  for  personal 
crimes— crimes  of  violence  and  crimes 


of  theft— declined  4%  in  1985,  resulting 
in  approximately  half  a  million  fewer 
crimes  in  1985  than  in  1984  (table  2). 

The  victimization  rate  for  robbery 
continued  a  downward  trend  begun  in 
1982  (table  3).  The  rate  for  1985—5.1 
victimizations  per  1,000  persons— was 
32%  lower  than  its  high  point  in  1981 
and  the  lowest  in  NCS  history  (figure 
2).  The  rate  for  completed  robberies 
with  injury  decreased  29%  from  the 
previous  year. 

The  victimization  rate  for  rape 
declined  from  0.9  per  1,000  persons  to 


Table  1.  Victimization  levels  for  selected  crimes,  1973-85 


Number  of  victimizations  (in  1,000's) 


-rv,e  UW**  ° 

'r'e  Total 

Violent 

crimes 

Personal 

theft 

Household 

crimes 

1973 

.  '  35,661 

5,350 

14,970 

15,340 

1974 

vjVJV*  38,411 

5,510 

15,889 

17,012 

1975 

0t  \U"'l(1%266 

5,573 

16,294 

17,400 

1976 

0^Sna-CWwV,a'”*318 

5,599 

16,519 

17,199 

1977 

Vitba"3  40,314 

5,902 

16,933 

17,480 

1978 

40,412 

5,941 

17,050 

17,421 

1979 

41,249 

6,159 

16,382 

18,708 

1980 

40,252 

6,130 

15,300 

18,821 

1981 

41,454 

6,582 

15,863 

19,009 

1982 

39,756 

6,459 

15,553 

17,744 

1983 

37,001 

5,903 

14,657 

16,440 

1984 

35,544 

6,021 

13,789 

15,733 

1985 

34,864 

5,823 

13,474 

15,568 

Percent  change, 

1.' 8 1-85*  -15. 9b 

-11. 5b 

-15. lb 

-18.1b 

“Total  victimizations  peaked  in  1981. 

^The  difference  is  statistically  significant  at  the  95%  confidence  level. 
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Table  2.  Changes  in  victimization  levels  and  rates 
for  personal  and  household  crimes,  1984-85 


Number  of  victimizations  (1,000s) 

Victimization  rates 

1984 

1985 

Percent 

change 

1984-85 

1984 

1985 

Percent 

change 

1984-85 

All  crimes 

35,544 

34,864 

-1.9%b 

•  •• 

•  •• 

••• 

Personal  crimes 

19,810 

19,296 

-2.6b 

103.2 

99.4 

-3.7%b 

Crimes  of  violence 

6,021 

5,823 

-3.3 

31.4 

30.0 

-4.4 

Completed 

2,193 

2,060 

-6.0 

11.4 

10.6 

-7.1 

Attempted 

3,828 

3,762 

-1.7 

19.9 

19.4 

-2.8 

Rape® 

180 

138 

-23.0 

0.9 

0.7 

-23. 8C 

Completed 

61 

71 

16.6 

0.3 

0.4 

15.2 

Attempted 

119 

68 

-43. 2b 

0.6 

0.3 

-43. 8b 

Robbery 

1,097 

985 

-10.2 

5.7 

5.1 

-11.2® 

Completed 

729 

652 

-10.5 

3.8 

3.4 

-H.5 

With  injury 

293 

211 

-27. 8b 

1.5 

1.1 

-28. 6d 

From  serious  assault 

150 

120 

-20.2W 

0.8 

0.6 

-21.1 

From  minor  assault 

143 

92 

-35. 9b 

0.7 

0.5 

-36. 6b 

Without  injury 

436 

440 

1.1 

2.3 

2.3 

0.0 

Attempted 

368 

333 

-9.5 

1.9 

1.7 

-10.5 

With  injury 

106 

83 

-22.1 

0.6 

0.4 

-22.9 

From  serious  assault 

54 

41 

-23.2 

0.3 

0.2 

-23.8 

From  minor  assault 

52 

41 

-20.9 

0.3 

0.2 

-21.7 

Without  injury 

262 

250 

-4.4 

1.4 

1.3 

-5.5 

Assault 

4,744 

4,699 

-1.0 

24.7 

24.2 

-2.0 

Aggravated 

1,727 

1,605 

-7.1® 

9.0 

8.3 

-8ah 

Completed  with  injury 

606 

508 

-16. 2b 

3.2 

2.6 

-17. lb 

Attempted  assault 

with  weapon 

1,122 

1,097 

-2.1 

5.8 

5.7 

-3.2 

Simple 

3,017 

3,094 

2.6 

15.7 

15.9 

1.4 

Completed  with  injury 

798 

830 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

2.9 

Attempted  assault 

without  weapon 

2,220 

2,264 

2.0 

11.6 

11.7 

0.9 

Crimes  of  theft 

13,789 

13,474 

-2.3 

71.8 

69.4 

-3.4® 

Completed 

12,969 

12,764 

-1*6k 

67.6 

65.8 

'2-7k 

Attempted 

820 

709 

-13. 5b 

4.3 

3.7 

-14. 4b 

Personal  larceny  with  contact 

530 

523 

-1.3 

2.8 

2.7 

-2.4 

Purse  snatching 

125 

106 

-15.2 

0.7 

0.5 

-16.2 

Completed 

91 

83 

-9.4 

0.5 

0.4 

-10.3 

Attempted 

34 

24 

-30.7 

0.2 

0.1 

-31.1 

Pocket  picking 

404 

416 

3.0 

2.1 

2.1 

1.9 

Personal  larceny  without 

contact 

13,259 

12,951 

-2.3 

69.1 

66.7 

-3.4® 

Completed 

12,474 

12,265 

-1.7 

65.0 

63.2 

-2.8 

Less  than  $50 

6,145 

5,918 

-3.7C 

32.0 

30.5 

-4.8® 

$50  or  more 

5,797 

5,778 

-0.3 

30.2 

29.8 

-1.4 

Amount  not  available 

531 

569 

7.0. 

2.8 

2.9 

5.8 

Attempted 

786 

686 

-12. 7b 

4.1 

3.5 

-13.7® 

Household  crimes 

15,733 

15,568 

-1.1% 

178.7 

174.4 

-2.4% 

Completed 

13,324 

13,244 

-0.6 

151.3 

148.4 

-2.0 

Attempted 

2,409 

2,324 

-3.6 

27.4 

26.0 

-4.9 

Burglary 

5,643 

5,594 

-0.9 

64.1 

62.7 

-2.2 

Completed 

4,322 

4,354 

0.7 

49.1 

48.8 

-0.6 

Forcible  entry 

1,844 

1,827 

-0.9 

20.9 

20.5 

-2.3 

Unlawful  entry  without 

force 

2,478 

2,527 

2.0 

28.1 

28.3 

0.6 

Attempted  forcible  entry 

1,321 

1,240 

-6.1 

15.0 

13.9 

-7.4 

Household  larceny 

8,750 

8,703 

-0.5 

99.4 

97.5 

-1.9 

Completed 

8,167 

8,067 

-1.2 

92.8 

90.4 

-2.6 

Less  than  $50 

3,982 

3,886 

-2.4 

45.2 

43.5 

-3.7 

$50  or  more 

3,791 

3,758 

-0.9 

43.1 

42.1 

-2.2 

Amount  not  available 

394 

424 

7.5 

4.5 

4.7 

6.1 

Attempted 

583 

636 

9.0 

6.6 

7.1 

7.5 

Motor  vehicle  theft 

1,340 

1,270 

-5.2 

15.2 

14.2 

-6.5 

Completed 

836 

823 

-1.5 

9.5 

9.2 

-2.9 

Attempted 

505 

447 

-11.3 

5.7 

5.0 

-12.6 

NOTE:  Detail  may  not  add  to  total  shown 
because  of  rounding.  Percent  change  is  based 
on  unrounded  figures.  Victimization  rates 
are  calculated  on  the  basis  of  the  number 
of  victimizations  per  1,000  persons  age  12 
and  over  or  per  1,000  households.  The 
population  age  12  and  over  grew  from 
191,962,000  in  1984  to  194,097,000  in  1985, 
an  increase  of  1.1%.  The  number  of  households 
grew  from  88,039,000  to  89,263,000  between 


1984  and  1985,  an  increase  of  1.4%. 

"The  victimization  rate  for  female  rape  (the 
number  of  rapes  per  1,000  women  age  12  and 
over)  was  1.6  in  1984  and  1.3  in  1985. 

^The  difference  is  statistically  significant  at 
the  95%  confidence  level. 
cThe  difference  is  statistically  significant  at 
the  90%  confidence  level. 

...Not  applicable. 


0.7  per  1,000  persons.  This  decline  was 
accounted  for  by  the  drop  in  the  rate  of 
attempted  rapes  from  0.6  to  0.3  victim¬ 
izations  per  1,000  persons. 

There  was  no  measurable  difference 
in  the  overall  rate  for  assault  between 
1984  and  1985.  The  rate  for  aggravated 
assault  with  injury,  however,  fell  17% 
from  3.2  to  2.6  per  1,000  persons. 

The  rate  for  personal  crimes  of 
theft— 69.4  per  1,000  persons— dropped 
3%  during  1985.  The  1985  rate  was 
29%  below  its  peak  in  1977  (table  4). 

There  was  no  measurable  change  in 
the  rate  for  personal  larceny  with 
contact,  which  consists  of  purse  snatch¬ 
ing  and  pocket  picking.  These  crimes 
occur  far  less  often  than  noncontact 
larcenies.  Consequently,  actual 
changes  in  the  level  or  rate  of  personal 
larceny  with  contact  are  much  more 
difficult  to  measure. 

Household  crimes  stable 

Rates  for  the  three  household 
crimes  measured  by  the  NCS— burglary, 
household  larceny,  and  motor  vehicle 
theft— remained  basically  unchanged 
between  1984  and  1985.  However, 
the  overall  rate  for  household  crimes 
for  1985—174  crimes  per  1,000  house¬ 
holds— is  lower  than  for  any  year 
between  1973  and  1983. 

The  rate  for  burglary  was  63  per 
1,000  households.  Household  larceny 
occurred  at  a  rate  of  98  per  1,000 
households  and  motor  vehicle  theft 
occurred  at  a  rate  of  14  per  1,000 
households.  Although  not  measurably 
different  from  the  1984  crime  rates, 
the  rates  for  burglary  and  household 
larceny  were  lower  than  at  any  time 
between  1973  and  1983.  The  rate  for 
motor  vehicle  theft  was  lower  than  for 
any  time  between  1973  and  1982. 

Police  reporting  unchanged 

In  1985,  36%  of  all  NCS  crimes  were 
reported  to  the  police,  a  rate  of  re¬ 
porting  that  has  remained  basically 
unchanged  throughout  the  1980s  (table 
5  and  figure  3).  About  half  (48%)  of 
all  violent  crimes,  two-fifths  (39%)  of 
all  household  crimes,  and  one-fourth 
(27%)  of  all  crimes  of  personal  theft 
were  reported. 

The  1985  reporting  rate  did  not 
change  measurably  for  any  major  crime 
category.  As  in  the  past,  motor  vehicle 
theft,  with  roughly  7  in  every  10  inci¬ 
dents  reported  to  the  police,  had  the 
highest  rate  of  reporting;  personal 

o 

The  aggregate  rate  of  police  reporting  includes  all 
the  crime  categories  shown  in  table  5. 
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Table  3.  Victimization  rates  for  personal  and  household  crimes,  1973-85 

Victimization  rates  per  1,000  population  age 
12  and  over  or  per  1,000  households 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Personal  crimes 

Crimes  of  violence 

32.6 

33.0 

32.8 

32.6 

33.9 

33.7 

34.5 

33.3 

35.3 

34.3 

31.0 

31.4 

30.0 

Rape 

1.0 

1.0 

0.9 

0.8 

0.9 

1.0 

1.1 

0.9 

1.0 

0.8 

0.8 

0.9 

0.7 

Robbery 

6.7 

7.2 

6.8 

6.5 

6.2 

5.9 

6.3 

6.6 

7.4 

7.1 

6.0 

5.7 

5.1 

Assault 

24.9 

24.8 

25.2 

25.3 

26.8 

26.9 

27.2 

25.8 

27.0 

26.4 

24.1 

24.7 

24.2 

Aggravated  assault 

10.1 

10.4 

9.6 

9.9 

10.0 

9.7 

9.9 

9.3 

9.6 

9.3 

8.0 

9.0 

8.3 

Simple  assault 

14.8 

14.4 

15.6 

15.4 

16.8 

17.2 

17.3 

16.5 

17.3 

17.1 

16.2 

15.7 

15.9 

Crimes  of  theft 

91.1 

95.1 

96.0 

96.1 

97.3 

96.8 

91.9 

83.0 

85.1 

82.5 

76.9 

71.8 

69.4 

Personal  larceny  with  contact 

3.1 

3.1 

3.1 

2.9 

2.7 

3.1 

2.9 

3.0 

3.3 

3.1 

3.0 

2.8 

2.7 

Personal  larceny  without  contact 

88.0 

92.0 

92.9 

93.2 

94.6 

93.6 

89.0 

80.0 

81.9 

79.5 

74.0 

69.1 

66.7 

Household  crimes 

Household  burglary 

91.7 

93.1 

91.7 

88.9 

88.5 

86.0 

84.1 

84.3 

87.9 

78.2 

70.0 

64.1 

62.7 

Household  larceny 

107.0 

123.8 

125.4 

124.1 

123.3 

119.9 

133.7 

126.5 

121.0 

113.9 

105.2 

99.4 

97.5 

Motor  vehicle  theft 

19.1 

18.8 

19.5 

16.5 

17.0 

17.5 

17.5 

16.7 

17.1 

16.2 

14.6 

15.2 

14.2 

NOTE:  Detail  may  not  add  to  total  shown  because  of  rounding. 
Statistically  significant  differences  between  the  rates  for  1985 

and  each  preceding  year  are  identified  in  table  4. 

Table  4.  Comparison  of  changes  in  victimization  rates 
for  personal  and  household  crimes,  1973-85 

Percent  change  in  victimization  rates 

1973-85 

1974-85 

1975-85 

1976-85 

1977-85 

1978-85 

1979-85 

1980-85 

1981-85 

1982-85 

1983-85 

1984-85 

Personal  crimes 

Crimes  of  violence 

-7.8% 

-9.0% 

-8.6% 

-7.9% 

-11.5% 

-11.0% 

-13.1% 

-9.8% 

-15.1% 

-12.5% 

-3.2%* 

-4.4%* 

Rape 

-25.3* 

-27.6 

-22.0* 

-15.5* 

-20.2* 

-26.8* 

-34.3 

-24.5* 

-25.3* 

-12.3* 

-11.7* 

-23.8 

Robbery 

-24.8 

-29.4 

-25.0 

-21.5 

-18.5 

-13.9 

-19.0 

-22.7 

-31.6 

-28.4 

-15.9 

-11.2 

Assault 

-2.7* 

-2.5* 

-3.9* 

-4.2* 

-9.6 

-9.8 

-11.0 

-6.0 

-10.2 

-8.2 

0.3* 

-2.0* 

Aggravated  assault 

-17.9 

-20.4 

-13.9 

-16.1 

-17.1 

-14.7 

-16.6 

-10.7 

-14.2 

-11.2 

3.8* 

-8.1* 

Simple  assault 

7.7 

10.4 

2.4* 

3.4* 

-5.2* 

-7.1 

-7.8 

-3.3* 

-8.0 

-6.7 

-1.5* 

1.4* 

Crimes  of  theft 

-23.7 

-27.0 

-27.7 

-27.8 

-28.6 

-28.3 

-24.5 

-16.4 

-18.5 

-15.9 

-9.8 

-3.4 

Personal  larceny  with  contact 

-12.4* 

-13.5* 

-12.9* 

-6.9* 

1.5* 

-13.8* 

-6.3* 

-11.2* 

-17.2 

-12.1* 

-8.8* 

-2.4* 

Personal  larceny  without 

contact 

-24.2 

-27.5 

-28.2 

-28.4 

-29.5 

-28.7 

-25.0 

-16.6 

-18.5 

-16.0 

-9.8 

-3.4 

Household  crimes 

Household  burglary 

-31.7 

-32.7 

-31.6 

-29.5 

-29.2 

-27.1 

-25.5 

-25.6 

-28.7 

-19.8 

-10.4 

-2.2* 

Household  larceny 

-8.9 

-21.2 

-22.2 

-21.4 

-20.9 

-18.7 

-27.1 

-22.9 

-19.4 

-14.4 

-7.3 

-1.9* 

Motor  vehicle  theft 

-25.4 

-24.4 

-27.0 

-13.6 

-16.1 

-18.7 

-18.8 

-14.7 

-16.8 

-11.9 

-2.4* 

-6.5* 

NOTE:  Percent  change  calculated  using 

*The  difference  is  not  statistically 

rates  that  were  rounded  to  the  nearest 

significant  at  the  90%  confidence  level. 

hundredth. 

larceny  without  contact  and  household 
larceny,  with  only  1  in  every  4  cases 
reported,  had  the  lowest  police 
reporting  rates. 

Tlie  National  Crime  Survey 

The  NCS  measures  selected  personal 
and  household  offenses,  including 
crimes  not  reported  to  the  police, 
through  interviews  at  6-month  intervals 
with  the  occupants  of  housing  units  that 
make  up  a  representative  national 
sample.  During  1985,  some  101,000 
persons— occupants  of  about  49,000 
housing  units — participated  in  the 
survey.  Interviews  are  administered 
monthly  to  one-sixth  of  the  sample, 
according  to  a  rotation  schedule.  Infor¬ 
mation  pertaining  to  the  previous  6 
months  is  gathered  at  each  interview. 

Preliminary  estimates  and 
sampling  error 

In  April  1986,  the  Bureau  of  Justice 
Statistics  released  preliminary  NCS 


victimization  levels  and  rates,  as  well 
as  police  reporting  data  for  1985.  When 
levels  and  rates  of  victimization  for  the 
early  1985  estimates  are  compared  to 
the  final  1985  results,  the  procedure 
used  in  calculating  the  preliminary 
estimates  appears  to  have  yielded 
reliable  indicators  of  both  magnitude 
and  change  in  criminal  victimization 
during  1985  (table  6).  For  example,  the 
preliminary  1985  rate  for  household 
larceny  was  97.1  per  1 , Q00  households; 
the  final  rate  was  97.5. 

Data  collected  in  the  National 
Crime  Survey  are  obtained  from  a 
sample  and  not  from  a  complete  enu¬ 
meration.  Consequently,  a  sampling 
error  (standard  error)  is  associated  with 
each  number  in  this  report,  including 
the  numbers  measuring  change.  In 
general,  if  the  difference  between  two 
numbers  is  greater  than  twice  the 

For  a  complete  discussion  of  preliminary 
estimation  procedures,  see  BJS  Bulletin  Criminal 
Victimization,  1983,  NCJ-93869,  June  1984. 
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Table  5.  Reporting  victimizations  to  the  police,  1973-85 

Percent  of  victimizations  reported  to  the  poli 

ce 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Personal  crimes 

Crimes  of  violence 

46% 

47% 

47% 

49% 

46% 

44% 

45% 

47% 

47% 

48% 

47% 

47% 

48% 

Rape 

49 

52 

56 

53 

58 

49 

51 

41 

56 

53 

47 

56 

61 

Robbery 

53 

54 

53 

53 

56 

51 

56 

57 

56 

56 

53 

54 

54 

Assault 

44 

45 

45 

48 

44 

43 

42 

45 

44 

46 

46 

45 

46 

Aggravated  assault 

52 

53 

55 

58 

52 

53 

51 

54 

52 

58 

57 

55 

58 

Simple  assault 

38 

39 

39 

41 

39 

37 

37 

40 

39 

40 

41 

40 

40 

Crimes  of  theft 

22 

25 

26 

27 

25 

25 

24 

27 

27 

27 

27 

26 

27 

Personal  larceny  with  contact 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

34 

36 

36 

40 

33 

36 

31 

33 

Personal  larceny  without  contact 

22 

24 

26 

26 

25 

24 

24 

27 

26 

27 

26 

26 

27 

Household  crimes 

Household  burglary 

47 

48 

49 

48 

49 

47 

48 

51 

51 

49 

49 

49 

50 

Household  larceny 

25 

25 

27 

27 

25 

25 

25 

28 

26 

27 

25 

27 

27 

Motor  vehicle  theft 

68 

67 

71 

70 

68 

66 

68 

69 

67 

72 

69 

69 

71 

Table  6.  Preliminary  estimates  and  final  results 
for  1985  victimization  levels  and  rates. 

Number  of  victimizations  (in  1,000s) 

Victimization  rates 

Prelim¬ 

inary 

Final 

Percent 

change 

Prelim¬ 

inary 

Final 

Percent 
cha nge 

Personal  crimes 

Crimes  of  violence 

5,860 

5,823 

-0.6% 

30.3 

30.0 

-0.8% 

Rape 

128 

138 

8.6 

0.7 

0.7 

7.6 

Robbery 

976 

985 

0.9 

5.0 

5.1 

0.6 

Assault 

4,758 

4,699 

-1.2 

24.6 

24.2 

-1.5 

Aggravated  assault 

1,694 

1,605 

-5.2 

8.7 

8.3 

-5.5 

Simple  assault 

3,063 

3,094 

1.0 

15.8 

15.9 

0.8 

Crimes  of  theft 

13,160 

13,474 

2.4 

67.9 

69.4 

2.2 

Personal  larceny  with  contact 

443 

523 

18.0 

2.3 

2.7 

17.5 

Personal  larceny  without  contact 

12,719 

12,951 

1.8 

65.7 

66.7 

1.6 

Household  crimes 

Household  burglary 

5,483 

5,594 

2.0 

61.5 

62.7 

1.9 

Household  larceny 

8,661 

8,703 

0.5 

97.1 

97.5 

0.4 

Motor  vehicle  theft 

1,331 

1,270 

-4.6 

14.9 

14.2 

-4.6 

NOTE:  Numbers  and  rates  may  not  add  to  totals  shown 
because  of  rounding.  Percent  changes  were  calculated  based 
on  unrounded  numbers. 


standard  error  for  that  difference,  we 
can  say  that  we  are  95%  confident 
that  the  two  numbers  are  in  fact 
different— that  is,  the  apparent  dif¬ 
ference  is  not  simply  the  result  of 
surveying  a  sample  and  not  the  entire 
population.  If  the  difference  is  greater 
than  1.6  standard  errors,  we  are  90% 
confident  that  the  two  numbers  are 
different.  All  comparisons  made  in  the 


text  are  at  or  above  the  90%  confi¬ 
dence  level.  When  differences  between 
two  numbers  are  below  the  90%  confi¬ 
dence  level,  the  two  numbers  are  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  text  as  "not  measurably 
different." 

Methodological  note 

Beginning  in  1985,  slight  changes 
were  made  in  the  classification  of  the 
personal  crimes  of  robbery  and  assault 
when  they  occurred  in  commercial  es¬ 
tablishments.  The  1984  data  presented 
in  this  report  have  been  adjusted  to 
take  this  classification  change  into 
account  and  will  differ  slightly  from 
previously  published  1984  data. 


New  releases  from  BJS: 

•  Prosecution  of  felony  arrests,  1981, 

129  pp.,  NCJ-101380,  9/86. 

•  Children  in  custody:  1982/83  census 

of  juvenile  detention  and  correctional 

facilities,  11  pp.,  NCJ-101686,  9/86. 

•  Children  in  custody:  Public  facilities 

census,  1985,  BJS  Bulletin,  8  pp.,  NCJ- 
102457,  10/86. 


•  State  and  Federal  prisoners,  1925-85 

(BJS  Bulletin),  4  pp.,  NCJ-102494, 

10/86. 

•  Sourcebook  of  criminal  justice 
statistics,  1985,  667  pp.,  NCJ-100899, 
10/86. 

•  1986  directory  of  automated  criminal 

justice  information  systems,  1,000  pp., 
NCJ-102260,  10/86. 

•  National  criminal  defense  systems 

study,  120  pp.,  NC  J-94702,  10/86. 


Bureau  of  Justice  Statistics 
Bulletins  are  prepared  principally 
by  the  staff  of  BJS.  This  bulletin 
was  written  by  Marshall  DeBerry 
and  Anita  Timrots.  Carol  B. 
Kalish,  chief  of  data  analysis, 
edits  the  bulletins.  Marilyn 
Marbrook,  publications  unit  chief, 
administers  production,  assisted  by 
Tina  Dorsey,  Millie  Baldea,  and 
Joyce  Stanford. 

October  1986,  NCJ-102534 
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Announcing  the  new 


Fact-Finding 
Service 


Need  a  specialized 
report — one  tailor- 
made  just  for  you? 

The  National  Criminal  Justice  Ref¬ 
erence  Service’s  new  Fact-Finding 
Service  is  your  solution.  Get 
answers  to  your  hard-to-find  crimi¬ 
nal  justice  questions  in  a  report 
tailored  just  for  you. 

We’ll  gather  the  facts  and  figures 
using  BJS  resources,  NCJRS  re¬ 
sources,  professional  associations, 
news  articles,  juvenile  justice  agen¬ 
cies,  or  whatever  it  takes  to  find  the 
answers.  We  then  send  you  a  full 
report  that  matches  your  specific 
needs. 


Examples  of  reports: 

•  statistical  tables  and  graphs  with 
explanatory  text; 

•  State-by-State  program  or  legis¬ 
lative  information  presented  in 
an  easy-to-read  format; 

•  specialized  directories  or  listings 
of  justice  agencies,  organiza¬ 
tions,  or  instructions; 

•  crime  trend  information  over  a 
specified  period  of  time. 

Prices: 

Your  cost  for  the  Fact-Finding 
Service  covers  actual  expenses 
only.  Prices  are  determined  by  the 
time  needed  to  respond  to  your  re¬ 
quest.  A  request  that  requires  up  to 
5  hours  could  cost  between  $75  and 
$250. 


Call  NCJRS  with  your  request.  An 
information  specialist  will  estimate 
the  cost.  We  can  begin  work  as 
soon  as  we  have  your  approval. 

Call  toll  free  for  more  information: 

National  Criminal  Justice  Refer¬ 
ence  Service  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Institute  of  Justice 

800-851-3420 

Justice  Statistics  Clearinghouse 

sponsored  by  the  Bureau  of  Justice 
Statistics 

800-732-3277 

Juvenile  Justice  Clearinghouse 

sponsored  by  the  Office  of  Juvenile 
Justice  and  Delinquency  Prevention 

800-638-8736 
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Bureau  of 
Justice  Statistics 
Announces  the 
Justice  Statistics 
Clearinghouse 


The  Bureau  of  Justice  Statistics 
( BJS),  in  conjunction  with  the  Na¬ 
tional  Criminal  Justice  Reference 
Service  (NCJRS),  announces  the 
establishment  of  the  Justice  Statis¬ 
tics  Clearinghouse.  The  Clearing¬ 
house  toll-free  number  is: 

800-732-3277 

Persons  from  Maryland  and  the 
Washington.  D  C.,  metropolitan 
area' should  call  301-251-5500. 

Services  offered  by  the  Clearing¬ 
house  include: 

•  Responding  to  statistical  re¬ 
quests.  How  many  rapes  are  re¬ 
ported  to  the  police?  How  many 
burglaries  occurred  in  the  past  year'.' 
Call  the  Clearinghouse,  toll  free. 

•  Providing  information  about 

BJS  services.  Interested  in  receiv¬ 
ing  BJS  documents  and  products? 
Register  with  the  BJS  mailing  list 
by  calling  the  Clearinghouse,  toll 
free. 


•  Suggesting  referrals  to  other 
sources  for  criminal  justice  statis¬ 
tics.  If  the  Clearinghouse  doesn't 
have  the  answer,  an  information 
specialist  will  refer  you  to  agencies 
or  individuals  who  do. 

•  Conducting  custom  literature 
searches  of  the  NCJRS  document 
data  base.  We  can  search  the 
NCJRS  data  base  and  provide  topi¬ 
cal  bibliographic  citations  and 
anstracts  to  answer  specific  re¬ 
quests. 

•  Collecting  statistical  reports. 

The  Clearinghouse  collects  statisti¬ 
cal  reports  from  numerous  sources. 
Submit  statistical  documents  to 
share  with  criminal  justice  col¬ 
leagues  to:  NCJRS,  Attention  BJS 
Acquisition,  Box  6000,  Rockville, 
MD  20850. 


You  have  24-hour  access  to  the 
Justice  Statistics  Clearinghouse. 
From  8:30 a. m.  to  8:00 p.m.  EST, 
weekdays,  an  information  specialist 
is  available.  After  work  hours,  you 
may  record  your  orders  or  leave  a 
message  for  an  information  special¬ 
ist  to  return  your  call. 
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Bureau  of  Justice  Statistics  reports 

(revised  October  1986) 

Call  toll-free  800-732-3277  (local 
251-5500)  to  order  BJS  reports,  to  be  added 
to  one  of  the  BJS  mailing  lists,  or  to  speak 
to  a  reference  specialist  in  statistics  at  the 
Justice  Statistics  Clearinghouse,  National 
Criminal  Justice  Reference  Service, 

Box  6000,  Rockville.  MD  20850  Single 
copies  of  reports  are  free;  use  NCJ  number 
to  order  Postage  and  handling  are  charged 
for  bulk  orders  of  single  reports.  For  single 
copies  of  multiple  titles,  up  to  10  titles  are 
free;  11-40  titles  S10;  more  than  40,  $20; 
libraries  call  for  special  rates 
Public-use  tapes  of  BJS  data  sets  and 
other  criminal  justice  data  are  available 
from  the  Criminal  Justice  Archive  and 
Information  Network.  P  O.  Box  1248,  Ann 
Arbor,  Ml  48106  (313-763-5010) 

National  Crime  Survey 
Criminal  victimization  in  the  U.S.: 

1984  (final  report),  NCJ-1 00435,  5/86 
1983  (final  report),  NCJ-96459  10/85 
1982  (final  report),  NCJ-92820.  11/84 
1973-82  trends,  NCJ-90541  9/83 
1980  (final  report),  NCJ-84015.  4/83 
1979  (final  report).  NCJ-76710.  12/81 

BJS  special  reports 

Preventing  domestic  violence  against  women. 

NCJ-102037,  8/86 

Crime  prevention  measures,  NCJ-1 00438, 3/86 
The  use  of  weapons  in  committing  crimes, 

NCJ-99643,  1/86 

Reporting  crimes  to  the  police,  NCJ-99432 
12/85 

Locating  city,  suburban,  and  rural  crime,  NCJ- 
99535  12/85 

The  risk  of  violent  crime,  NCJ-97119,  5/85 
The  economic  cost  of  crime  to  victims,  NCJ- 
93450,  4/84 

Family  violence.  NCJ-93449,  4/84 

BJS  bulletins 

Households  touched  by  crime,  1985, 

N0 101 685  6/86 

Criminal  victimization,  1984.  NCJ-98904, 10/85 
The  crime  of  rape,  NCJ-96777,  3/85 
Household  burglary,  NCJ-96021,  1/85 
Criminal  victimization,  1983,  NCJ-93869,  6/84 
Violent  crime  by  strangers,  NCJ-80829.  4/82 
Crime  and  the  elderly,  N079614,  1/82 
Measuring  crime.  NCJ-75710,  2/81 

Response  to  screening  questions  in  the  National 
Crime  Survey  (BJS  technical  report),  NCJ- 
97624,  7/85 

Victimization  and  fear  of  crime:  World 

perspectives,  NCJ-93872,  1/85 
The  National  Crime  Survey:  Working  papers, 
vol  I:  Current  and  historical  perspectives, 
NCJ-75374.  8/82 

vol  II  Methological  studies.  NCJ-90307.  1 2/84 

leaues  in  the  measurement  of  crime, 

NCJ-74682,  10/81 

The  cost  of  negligence:  Losses  from  preventable 
household  burglaries.  NCJ-53527,  1 2/79 

Rape  victimization  in  26  American  cities, 

NCJ-55878.  8/79 

Criminal  victimization  in  urban  schools. 
NCJ-56396  8/79 

An  introduction  to  the  National  Crime  Survey, 

NCJ-43732.  4/78 

Local  victim  surveys:  A  review  of  the  issues, 
NCJ-39973.  8/77 

Parole  and  probation 

BJS  bulletins 

Probation  and  parole  1984,  NCJ-100181 
2/86 

Setting  prison  terms.  NCJ-76218,  8/83 

Parole  in  the  U.S.,  1980  and  1981 ,  NCJ-87387 
3/86 

Characteristics  of  persons  entering  parole 
during  1978  and  1979,  NCJ-87243.  5/83 
Characteristics  of  the  parole  population.  1978 

NCJ-66479,  4/81 

Parole  in  the  U.S.,  1979,  NCJ-69562.  3/81 


Corrections 

BJS  bulletins  and  special  reports 
State  and  Federal  prisoners,  1925-85, 

NCJ-1 02494  10/86 
Prisoners  in  1985,  NCJ-1 01 384,  6/86 
Prison  admission  and  releases,  1983, 

NCJ-1 00582,  3/86 

Capital  punishment  1984,  NCJ-98399,  8/85 
Examining  recidivism,  NCJ-96501 , 2/85 
Returning  to  prison,  NCJ-95700,  11/84 
Time  served  in  prison,  NCJ-93924,  6/84 

Historical  corrections  statistics  In  the  U.  S. ,  1 850- 
1984,  NCJ-1 02529,  10/86 
Prisoners  in  State  and  Federal  Institutions  on 
Dec.  31,  1983,  NCJ-99861,  6/86 
Capital  punishment  1 984  (final),  NCJ-99562, 5/86 
Capital  punishment  1 983  (final),  NCJ-99561 , 4/86 

1979  survey  of  inmates  of  State  correctional  facilities 
and  1979  census  of  State  correctional  facilities: 
BJS  special  reports 

The  prevalence  of  Imprisonment,  NCJ-93657, 
7/85 

Career  patterns  In  crime,  NCJ-88672,  6/83 
BJS  bulletins: 

Prisoners  and  drugs,  NCJ-87575,  3/83 
Prisoners  and  alcohol,  NCJ-86223,  1/83 
Prisons  and  prisoners,  NCJ-80697,  2/82 
Veterans  in  prison,  NCJ-79232,  11/81 

Census  of  jails  and  survey  of  tall  Inmates: 

Jail  Inmates,  1984,  NCJ-1 01 094,  5/86 
Jail  inmates,  1983  (BJS  bulletin),  NCJ-99175, 
11/85 

The  1983  jail  census  (BJS  bulletin),  NCJ-95536, 
11/84 

Census  of  jails,  1978:  Data  for  individual  jails, 
vols.  I-IV,  Northeast,  North  Central,  South,  West, 
NCJ-72279-72282,  12/81 
Profile  of  jail  inmates,  1978,  NCJ-65412,  2/81 

Children  in  custody: 

Public  juvenile  facilities,  1985  (bulletin), 

NCJ-1 02457,  10/86 

1982-83  census  of  juvenile  detention  and 
correctional  facilities,  NCJ-101686.  9/86 

Expenditure  and  employment 

BJS  Bulletins 

Justice  expenditure  and  employment: 

1983,  NCJ-1 01 776,  7/86 
1982,  NCJ-98327,  8/85 

Justice  expenditure  and  employment  in  the  U.  S. : 
1 980  and  1 981  extracts,  NCJ-96007,  6/85 
1971-79,  NCJ-92596,  11/84 

Courts 

BJS  bulletins: 

The  growth  of  appeals:  1973-83  trends, 

NCJ-96381 ,  2/85 

Case  filings  in  State  courts  1 983,  NCJ-951 1 1 . 
10/84 

BJS  special  reports: 

Felony  case-processing  time,  NCJ-1 01 985, 8/86 
Felony  sentencing  in  18  local 
jurisdictions,  NCJ-97681 , 6/85 
The  prevalence  of  guilty  pleas,  NCJ-96018, 
12/84 

Sentencing  practices  in  1 3  States,  NCJ-95399, 
10/84 

Criminal  defense  systems:  A  national 
survey,  NCJ-94630,  8/84 
Habeas  corpus,  NCJ-92948,  3/84 
State  court  caseload  statistics,  1977  and 
1981,  NCJ-87587,  2/83 

National  criminal  defense  systems  study, NCJ- 
94702,  10/86 

The  prosecution  of  felony  arrests: 

1981,  NCJ-1 01380,  9/86 
1980,  NCJ-97684.  10/85 
1979,  NCJ-86482,  5/84 
State  court  model  statistical  dictionary. 
Supplement,  NCJ-98326,  9/85 
1  st  edition,  NCJ-62320,  9/80 
State  court  organization  1980,  NCJ-7671 1,  7/82 
A  cross-city  comparison  of  felony  case 
processing,  NCJ-55171,  7/79 

Federal  offenses  and  offenders 

BJS  special  reports 

Pretrial  release  and  misconduct,  NCJ-96132. 
1/85 

BJS  bulletins 

Bank  robbery,  NCJ-94463,  8/84 

Federal  drug  law  violators,  NCJ-92692,  2/84 

Federal  justice  statistics,  NCJ-80814,  3/82 


Privacy  and  security 
Computer  crime: 

BJS  special  reports: 

Electronic  fund  transfer  frraud,  NCJ-96666, 3/85 
Electronic  fund  transfer  and  crime, 

NCJ-92650,  2/84 

Electronic  fund  transfer  fraud,  NCJ-100461, 

4/86 

Computer  security  techniques, 

NCJ-84049,  9/82 

Electronic  fund  transfer  systems  and  crime, 

NCJ-83736,  9/82 

Expert  witness  manual,  NCJ-77927,  9/81 
Criminal  justice  resource  manual,  NCJ-61550, 
12/79 

Privacy  and  security  of  criminal  history 
Information: 

Compendium  of  State  legislation,  1984 
overview,  NCJ-98077,  9/85 

Criminal  justice  information  policy: 

Crime  control  and  criminal  records  (BJS  special 
report),  NCJ-991 76,  10/85 
State  criminal  records  repositories  (BJS 
technical  report),  NCJ-99017,  10/85 
Data  quality  of  criminal  history  records,  NCJ- 
98079,  10/85 

Intelligence  and  Investigative  records, 

NCJ-95787,  4/85 

Victim/witness  legislation:  An  overview, 

NCJ-94365,  1 2/84 

Information  policy  and  crime  control  strategies 
(SEARCH/BJS  conference),  NCJ-93926. 

10/84 

Research  access  to  criminal  justice  data, 

NCJ-841 54,  2/83 

Privacy  and  juvenile  justice  records, 

NCJ-841 52,  1/83 

Survey  of  State  laws  (BJS  bulletin), 

NCJ-80836,  6/82 

Privacy  and  the  private  employer, 

NCJ-79651 ,  11/81 

General 

BJS  bulletins: 

Police  employment  and  expenditure, 

NCJ-1001 17,  2/86 

Tracking  offenders:  The  child  victim,  NCJ- 
95785,  12/84 

The  severity  of  crime,  NCJ-92326,  1/84 
The  American  response  to  crime:  An  overview 
of  criminal  justice  systems,  NCJ-91 936, 1 2/83 
Tracking  offenders,  NCJ-91572,  11/83 
Victim  and  witness  assistance:  New  State 
laws  and  the  system's  response,  NCJ-87934, 
5/83 

1986  directory  of  automated  criminal  justice 
information  systems,  NCJ-1 02260,  10/86 
Sourcebook  of  criminal  justice  statistics,  1985, 

NCJ-1 00899.  10/86 

Crime  and  justice  facts,  1985,  NCJ-1 00757,  5/86 
Bureau  of  Justice  Statistics  annual  report,  fiscal 
1985,  NCJ-1001 82,  4/86 
National  survey  of  crime  severity,  NCJ-96017, 
10/85 

Criminal  victimization  of  District  of  Columbia 
residents  and  Capitol  Hill  employees,  1 982-83, 
NCJ-97982; Summary,  NCJ-98567;  9/85 
The  DC  crime  victimization  study  implementation, 

NCJ-98595, 9/85,  $7  60  domestic/$9  20  Canadi¬ 
ans^  80  foreign 

The  DC  household  victimization  survey  data  base: 
Documentation,  NCJ-98596,  $6  40/S8  40/S1 1 
User  manual,  NCJ-98597,  $8  20/S9  80/S12  80 
BJS  telephone  contacts  '85,  NCJ-98292,  8/85 
How  to  gain  access  to  BJS  data  (brochure), 
BC-000022,  9/84 

Proceedings  of  the  2nd  workshop  on  law  and 
justice  statistics,  1984,  NCJ-93310.  8/84 
Report  to  the  nation  on  crime  and  justice: 

The  data,  NCJ-87068.  1 0/83 
Dictionary  of  criminal  justice  data  terminology: 

2nd  ed  ,  NCJ-76939.  2/82 
Technical  standards  for  machine- readable  data 
supplied  to  BJS,  NCJ-75318,  6/81 


See  order  form 
on  last  page 
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]  If  the  name  and  address  on  the  mailing  label  attached  are  correct, 
check  here  and  don't  fill  them  in  again.  If  your  address  does  not  show  your 
organizational  affiliation  (or  criminal  justice  interest)  please  add  it  below. 
If  your  name  and  address  are  different  from  the  label,  please  fill  them  in: 

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Street  or  box: 

City,  State,  Zip: 

Telephone:  (  ) 

Interest  in  criminal  justice: 


Please  add  me  to  the  following  list(s): 

Justice  expenditure  and  employment  reports 

Annual  spending  and  staffing  by  Federal, 
State,  and  local  governments  and  by  function 
(police,  courts,  corrections,  etc.) 

Computer  crime  reports 

Electronic  fund  transfer  system  crimes 

Privacy  and  security  of  criminal  history 
information  and  information  policy 

New  legislation;  maintaining  and  releasing 
intelligence  and  investigative  records 

Federal  statistics 

Data  describing  federal  case  processing, 
from  investigation  through  prosecution, 
adjudication,  and  corrections 

BJS  Bulletins  and  Special  Reports 

Timely  reports  of  the  most  current  justice 
data 


Courts  reports 

State  court  caseload  surveys,  model  annual 
State  reports,  State  court  organization  surveys 

Corrections  reports 

Results  of  sample  surveys  and  censuses  of  jails, 
prisons,  parole,  probation,  and  other  data 

National  Crime  Survey  reports 

The  only  regular  national  survey  of  crime 
victims 

Sourcebook  of  Criminal  Justice  Statistics 

Annual  data  from  153  sources  in  an  easy-to- 
use,  comprehensive  format  (400+  tables, 
sources,  index) 

Send  me  a  registration  form  for  NU  Reports 
(issued  6  times  a  year),  which  abstracts  both 
private  and  government  documents  published  in 
criminal  justice. 


You  will  be  asked  each  year  if  you  wish  to  stay  on  the  mailing  list. 
If  you  do  not  reply,  we  are  required  by  law  to  remove  your  name. 
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